
11…Our enemies said, “Before they know it or see us, we will be right there among
them and will kill them and put an end to the work. 15When our enemies heard

that we were aware of their plot and that God had frustrated it, we all returned to
the wall, each to our own work. 16 From that day on, half of my men did the work,

while the other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and armor. The
officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah 17 who were building the

wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a
weapon in the other, 18 and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he
worked. But the man who sounded the trumpet stayed with me…20Rally to us

whenever you hear the sound of the trumpet. Our God will fight for us.
 

(Nehemiah 4:11, 15-18 & 20, NIV)

A Word from Pastor Shayne...
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    Nehemiah was a prominent Jew living in Babylonian exile. When he heard the
walls of Jerusalem had been destroyed, he was heartbroken. After much prayer
and fasting a vision of restoration was received by Nehemiah and the people.
Nehemiah got permission from King Artaxerxes to return to Jerusalem and
rebuild the outer wall. This was the first step in a restoration process. Although
they faced many challenges and enemies, the group Nehemiah led back was able
to rebuild the wall and make it possible to have a functioning society again. Ezra
had already rebuilt the Temple, but Nehemiah also brought reforms to worship.
Great sacrifice was required of all returning exiles to fulfill this divine vision. The
people acknowledged that they only were successful with God’s help.
    I experienced a “rebuilding” of sorts on a much smaller scale in 2005. I agreed
to go along as an adult volunteer on a week-long youth mission retreat. We had a
large group come from Good Shepherd UMC to this multi-church event. Our
mission was to work on homes in the Richmond area where their senior owners
didn’t have the resources to repair them. I was assigned to help a middle school
girl’s group to aid Ms. Hart. Only a couple of the kids were from Good Shepherd.
The other adult leader was Jessica, so I was the only guy. I was apprehensive
about being accepted as a leader by a bunch of girls I didn’t know. Eventually, I
earned their trust by teaching them to paint and showing them I cared. Perhaps it
was just as important for us to sit down and talk with Ms. Hart and share our
faith. By the end of the week, we had become a team that was unified in Christ to
help Ms. Hart fight poverty and loneliness. 
    I see Christ at work among us at Central too. We’re firming up our vision and
starting to make plans to revitalize our ministry to Manchester and beyond. There
are many challenges that we face in living out our call to share Jesus Christ with
others. However, with God’s help, we too can succeed, just like Nehemiah and the
returning exiles. 

God bless you,  Pastor Shayne

Don't  forget to check out our
mid-week video devotional

on Facebook!
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"Building Together"



We had a fabulous time celebrating
moms, mother figures, and a few
special moms at our Mother's Day
celebration! It was our pleasure to
honor five mothers of our Kids Club
kids! We were blessed to have our
guest speaker, Ms. Dionne Winston,
and a liturgical dancer, Mrs. Monique
Thorpe, to share with us for the
occasion. We of course were not able
to eat inside, so attendees each
received a box with a few
refreshments to take home.
Attendees also each received a small
gift to celebrate their contributions as 
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Mother's Day Celebration

mothers and mother figures and show our appreciation. Suring the event, we had a
special time for attendees to honor those mother's who have passed on as well as
those who have lost children and had fertility issues bu placing a heart in a table
top memorial garden. 

Our honorees had the opportunity to participate in a special mother's day
photoshoot at Maymont Park with Brittany, our Missions and Outreach
Coordinator.  Alexus, one of our youth and daughter of one of our honorees, so
graciously assisted! Covid guidelines prevented us from having professional
makeup services; however, ach mom received a small bag of cosmetics to touch up
their faces on-site. They also received a packable folding chair which will be
personalized for them, and a custom ti-shirt to wear for the shoot. The mom's each
received a shadow box print with a few of their pictures along with signed books
from two local female authors to commemorate theiir motherhood journey. It was
such an honor and blessing to celebrate our Kids Club moms and all the women
who joined us!

Laquacious Moore
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Yolanda Phelps
Renata Smith

TaLora Thompson

Shannon DanielsSpecial Thanks:
Pastor Shayne

Antonio James, Jr.
Kids Club Kids 4



Thank you to all who gave sacrificially for Easter this year! We are
pleased and blessed to let you know we met our Easter Offering goal of

$12,000!!! Jesus Christ is risen indeed!

We're sending birthday hugs your way!
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June Birthdays

If we missed you or don't have your birthday, please let us know!

Kelly Estes 6/12

Join us in congratulating

our organist, Karen

Brown, on her marriage

to her husband, Bill

Brown, on May 23, 2021!

Our prayers for a

liftetime of love and

blessings together!



Brittany is available to meet with you at the church, via phone, or can

come to you to show you how to use Zoom, Zoom call in, Facebook Live,

or any other technology we may be using to facilitate worship, studies,

prayer, and other opportunities during this time.  

A FEW REMINDERS....
Send any prayer requests in via our church website (www.umcentral.org),

email (umcentral@verizon.net) or leave a message on the church office

voicemail (804-232-0334).  Of course Pastor Shayne is also available to 

talk with and pray with you! (804-357-1107)

Please continue to remember Central in  with our breakthrough

prayer (12:11PM daily), giving and most importantly, in your

connecting with and reaching out to each other!  

A FEW REMINDERS....
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Peace in Israel/Palestine
All of our grieving families

Prayer List
LaVelle Cobb

4
If at any time you have ministry or outreach ideas for Central and our

community, we want to hear them! Feel free to call Pastor Shayne,

Brittany, email, or call the church office. We'd love to hear from you!

Sowers Family

Carol Vaughn (Sandy H.'s Friend)
Kathy Duncan (Bill & Leah's daughter)

Heather Board & Tom Hayes


