
This scripture is part of a larger narrative in which God shows Peter that the

gospel should be taken to all peoples, even the Gentiles. Previously, good

Jewish boys weren’t supposed to even associate with Gentiles. However, God

showed Peter through a vision and the salvation of Cornelius and his household,

that everyone was valued the same in God’s eyes. 

Today, our multicultural society is still struggling to acknowledge that God values

everyone the same. Jesus didn’t let the social customs of the day stop him from

showing God’s grace to the outcasts of his day. Christians are still called by

God’s word to work for justice and equality for everyone. Some people think

it’s only through major actions that this happens. My wife Kelly shared a story

with me that shows it’s often in the everyday interactions in which God’s grace

and love can be shown.

Kelly initially was studying nursing at VCU. She had signed up with ROTC to help

afford college and follow in her father’s footsteps. One summer Kelly was at a

base in Massachusetts for ROTC “Nurse’s Camp.” She made quick friends with a

couple other women who were also there for Nurse’s Camp. One day Kelly and her

friend, Ira, decided to go shopping at the base PX. They got their things and went

to check out. Kelly showed her ROTC ID to the lady at the register and had no

problem checking out. Kelly went off a short distance to wait on her friend.

However, things suddenly became tense as the cashier scrutinized Ira’s ROTC ID.

Even though she said nothing about Ira being black, she showed prejudice by

questioning the validity of Ira’s ID. It looked just like Kelly’s ID, but with

a black face on it. Kelly quickly came to her friend’s aid and confirmed that

Ira was indeed an ROTC cadet at the local base. The cashier backtracked at that

point and tried to make a feeble excuse for her inappropriate behavior. Ira was

checked out and they left the store. Afterwards, Kelly tried to make her friend

feel better by commenting about the clerk’s offensive behavior. Ira simply said

she was black and from Augusta, and she was “used to it.” 

A Word from Pastor Shayne...
“So Peter opened his mouth and said: 

“Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.” 

Acts 10:34-35 (ESV)



Nobody should have to get “used to” discrimination because of their race or

ethnicity. Christ calls us in “The Lord’s Prayer” to do everything we can to have

our Father’s will done “on earth as it is in heaven.” Sometimes it’s hard to know

how to go about doing this especially around the issue of race. How to Be

and Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi offers some novel ways of addressing this

problem. I’d encourage you to join us in a Zoom study of this book at Central

starting on August 11th (see ad in this newsletter for more information). Together,

we’ll learn novel ways to work for the kind of society

that Christ wants.

I’m excited to be serving as the pastor at Central UMC. 

 Manchester is such a growing and diverse community. I

look forward to seeing how Central can partner with

others to spread Christ’s grace in new ways. I’m a second

career pastor, who has served several other United

Methodist churches for nine years prior to coming here. I

became an ordained Elder in 2015. My most recent

education was at Virginia Union University, where I

received a Master of Divinity in 2010. I also have a Master

of Social Work from Virginia Commonwealth University,

and a BA from the University of Mary Washington.  
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Blessings, 
Pastor Shayne Estes

I served in the counseling field over 20 years prior to entering pastoral ministry.

Playing the cello is one of my passions. Prior to moving back to Richmond, I was

performing with the Danville Symphony Orchestra. I also play guitar and enjoy

gardening. I have about five years’ experience with martial arts, and I’m hoping to find

a studio where I can resume that soon. Finally, I’ve been married to Kelly Desclos-Estes

for over 25 years. The first 15 years of our marriage were spent in the Richmond area.

Meet Pastor Shayne!



Back in June we gathered with our Kids' Club

kids for a fun and meaningful activity

outdoors! As stories of protests consumed

news and social media, we wanted to take

some time to check in and talk with them

about all that has been going on around them!

The kids made their very own signs to raise

their voices and stand in solidarity with those

working towards justince! Their signs were on

display on Central's front lawn for a few weeks

following this day of fun and expression.
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Discussing Race with Kids' Club
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Former Pastor Says THANKS!
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Thank You from CrossOver Ministry
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Brittany is available to meet with you at the church, via phone, or can

come to you to show you how to use Zoom, the conference call line,

Facebook Live, or any other technology we may be using to facilitate

worship, studies, prayer, and other opportunities during this time.  As

complicated as it can seem, thank God for technology and new ways to

connect and keep in touch! 

A FEW REMINDERS....
Send any prayer requests in via email (umcentral@verizon.net) or

leave a message on the church office voicemail (804-232-0334).  Of

course Pastor Shayne is also available to talk with and pray with

you! (804-357-1107)

Please continue to remember Central in your prayers and giving and

most importantly, in your connecting with and reaching out to each

other!  Things are different, and many days they seem so difficult,

but we are in this together and things will be ok! God is faithful!

A FEW REMINDERS....
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Ajay Brewer

Travis James LaBar, grandson of Judy Howlett 
(Pastor Shayne & Kelly's friend)

Family of Melvin Rawles, former Central UMC member

Prayer List


